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SCOTLAND.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

A New Hospital for Phthisical Patients.
ON April 30th a numerous company of ladies and gentle-

men, including several prominent members of the medical

profession in Glasgow, visited the new Consumption Hospital
established by Mr. Qaarrier near his Orphan Homes at Bridge
of Weir, Renfrewshire. The hospital contains forty beds,
none of which are on the ground floor. The majority of the
sleeping rooms have only one bed, but there are eight with
two beds each. Lodgment of dust is carefully guarded
against, all the windows are double with the exception of
those for the staff and those of the two convalescent
rooms, and all the rooms have hollow walls with air
cushions so as to maintain a uniform temperature at all
times. The propulsion system is employed for ventilation,
the walls of each room being pierced with apertures for the
purpose. The sewage is treated by a putrefaction system
of purification, the arrangements for which have been

designed by Mr. Copland, C.E., acting in consultation with
Dr. A. C. Munro, medical officer of health of Renfrewshire.
After the inspection Sir William Gairdner, K.C.B., delivered
an address, in which he referred in very complimentary
terms to the work accomplished by Mr. Quarrier, who, in his
reply, said that &pound;25, 000 had been spent and that &pound;35, 000
more was being asked for with a view to the erection of five
additional buildings, whereupon they would have 200 beds.
He did not want paying patients, but he did not mean to
imply that he would refuse them. If the hospital succeeded
there might be a special one built for paying patients.
May 2nd. 

_______________

IRELAND.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.) 
- 

The late Dr. Samuel Gordon. t

DR. SAMUEL GORDON, who died on April 29th, in his 
eighty-second year, for a long time held a very prominent 
place among Dublin physicians. His various hospital e
appointments included that of consulting physician to the 
Coombe Lying-in Hospital. He was an ex-President of the I
Royal College of Physicians of Ireland and of the Royal 
Academy of Medicine of Ireland and up to the beginning 
of the present year he was President of the Royal Zoological
Society of Ireland. His published works consisted of lectures I
on fever and clinical reports contributed to the medical 1journals.journals. The New Asylum for County Londonderry, 

Matters have almost reached a deadlock in reference to 
t

this asylum. It would appear that the architect of the
Board of Control in November last estimated the cost of the
new asylum, to accommodate 600 inmates, as E90,000. The c

governors increased the amount to &pound;110,000, but at a special t

meeting held on April 26th a letter was read from the r

architect announcing that as the estimate for the builders 2

was &pound;118,341 further reductions had been made by means (

of which the cost had been reduced to &pound;114,370 ; but if this (

was too much the architect suggested further revisions to t

bring the sum down to .6U2.677. It is proposed to con- <

struct the building of brick in a plain and substantial I
manner, heated by hot water circulating at low pressure, and i
lighted by electricity. The governors seemed very dis- 
satisfied that the sum they had proposed in November had
been exceeded and the whole matter will have to be delayed
another month to give time to rescind their former resolu-
tion. So much delay has been occasioned that the matter
may as well be allowed to remain until the Board of Control
is dismissed and county councils are established. 

2 As Medical Staff of the Belfast Workhouse.
At an inquest held in Belfast on April 27th in reference

to a child who while very ill had been removed from the
Union Infirmary one of the intern medical officers of that
institution stated that four medical men were expected to
attend to 1900 patients. In the convalescent ward there
were 387 patients and it was the duty of one medical man to
attend to 400 patients in the infirmary, The jury in their
verdict attached no blame to the medical man as it was im-
possible for him to attend to 700 patients daily. They

strongly condemned a system which permitted this and
requested the coroner to bring the matter before the Local
Government Board.

The Belfast Corporation (Hospitals) Bill.
At a meeting of the Belfast Corporation, held in

committee on April 20th, the Town Clerk read a letter from
the Roman Catholic Bishop of Down and Connor, suggesting
that instead of making the grant of &pound;5500 at first asked for
on behalf of the Mater Infirmorum Hospital the corporation
should insert a clause in the Bill undertaking to pay &pound;150
per annum to that institution. After some discussion the
following resolution was adopted :&mdash;

That as the corporation, when considering the application for the
grant of a site for the Royal Victoria Hospital, believed that in acceding
to the request they were acting in conformity with the unanimous
wish of the ratepayers, and were granting a site for a general hospital
that would not only be open for the reception of all sections of the
community, but be governed and managed by the representatives of
all sections, and subject to the control of the subscribers of all
denominations, the corporation cannot see their way to depart from
these broad lines and are of opinion that if the claim of the Mater
Infirmorum Hospital were acceded to much stronger claims could, and
no doubt would, be presented by the several other hospitals in Belfast.

The Bill (one of the objects of which is to allow the city
corporation to give five or six acres of the lunatic asylum
ground within the city as a site for the New Royal Victoria
Hospital) came up for second reading in the House of
Commons on April 26th. A special whip had been sent
out in its favour by all the members for the city of Belfast.
The second reading was carried by a large majority-175-
and the amendment to refer it to a hybrid committee was
also defeated. It was a very great mistake that any religious
dispute should have arisen in connexion with this new non-
sectarian hospital and it has given great satisfaction in
Belfast that the House of Commons declined to consider a
hospital question in such a light.

Irish University Education.
At a recent meeting of the archbishops and bishops of the

Roman Catholic Church in Ireland resolutions were passed
in which it was announced that statements recently made
that they had been conducting private negotiations with the
Government in reference to the Irish University question
were denied. They also requested the Irish Members of
Parliament to oppose by every means in their power the
estimates for the Queen’s colleges until the Government
pledge themselves to bring in a measure to satisfy the
demands of Irish Catholics in the matter of university
education.

Belfast Dispensary Medical Officers.
The Belfast Dispensary Committee at their meeting on

May 2nd showed their appreciation of their medical officers
by deciding that each of the dispensary medical practitioners
should get a fortnight’s holiday and that their locum
tenentes should be paid by the board of guardians.

Health of Belfast.
The report presented at the monthly meeting of the city

council (May 2nd) of the health of Belfast from March 20tih
to April 23rd shows that in this period there were 1138 births

: registered and 765 deaths. There were 114 deaths from
: zymotic disease, 113 from phthisis, and 198 from diseases

of the respiratory organs. The death-rate (annual) from all
causes was 26’2. The deaths from chest diseases are in
this period shown to be steadily decreasing. The number

, of cases of typhoid fever and the deaths therefrom are still
L high. Scarlet fever, though of a mild type, is on the
increase, and deaths from measles are becoming more
, numerous.

i The North Infirmary, Cork : Resignation of the Honorary
Treasurer.

At the annual meeting of subscribers to the Cork North
Infirmary held to-day it was announced that Mr. P. J.
Forde, the honorary treasurer, had signified his intention of
resigning owing to ill-health. During the twenty-two years
that Mr. Forde has been in office he discharged his onerous

3and responsible duties with great assiduity and zeal and
took more than a parental interest in the welfare of this
t important charity. He was ever ready to gratefully
 recognise the important services rendered by the medical
 staff of the institution and successive generations of

physicians and surgeons have a lively recollection of his
r nnvarying urbanity and courtesy. They could always count
0" on the honorary treasurer to assist them in keeping their
y hoapital thoroughly abreast with the progress of medical


